
Priorities and Actions
Vision for a Sustainable City of South Lake Tahoe
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Looking back from the year 2028 - South Lake Tahoe has 
become a national story – successful because communi-
ties and public agencies made a concerted effort to invite 
investment that improved the region’s competitive posi-
tion and image while moving the city toward a more 
sustainable future. Gateways and places have been 
enhanced and Highway 50 has been transformed into 
an interconnected series of pedestrian-oriented mixed-
use districts served by efficient and convenient transit 
and connected to adjacent neighborhoods. South Lake 
Tahoe has become nationally recognized as a bicycle-
friendly community.

In 2028, South Lake Tahoe is an exceptional place 
where the prosperous year-round community thrives 
in harmony with the natural environment. The over-
whelming presence of nature is apparent. The Lake is 
blue and clear, the air is clean, the ecosystem is healthy, 

and natural sounds are evident. The City has increased its 
livability and prosperity, reduced the ecological footprint of 
its residents and improved human and ecological health 
by implementing key sustainability strategies. Within 
communities, the economy is strong and sustainable, the 
population diverse and vital, and the richness of everyday 
life is obvious. A vibrant and sustainable regional food 
system connects fresh, healthy and local food to resi-
dents, grocers, casinos and restaurants. 

By 2028, the City has made significant advances toward 
sustainability that meets the needs of the present com-
munity without comprising the needs of future genera-
tions.

“Equity, Education, and Awareness will be the result of 
a partnership between the City, local organizations, and 

community leaders.”

Regional
Planning
Partners

Use water more efficiently 
in our homes, businesses 

and landscapes, and  
manage runoff that  

maintain natural  
hydrological regimes

Implement Smart Growth principles 
to create walkable, mixed-use centers, 
compact neighborhoods, and  
enhanced gateways and places

Improve bicycle and pedestrian  
connections between all neighborhoods 
and communities with sidewalk and  
multi-use trail network enhancements

Create live/work and work/live 
opportunities with flexible build-
ings and mixed-use zoning that 
allows local businesses to grow 
and evolve over time

Offer a wide range of diverse 
housing opportunities, both 

ownership and rental, for  
all income levels

Integrate green and sustainable 
construction into all new  

housing units, neighborhoods 
and mixed-use centers

City of South Lake Tahoe Sustainability Priorities

Connect surrounding forests  
to urban open spaces, parks,  
natural areas and SEZs to encour-
age biodiversity and healthy habitat

Identify action items for 
residents and businesses that 
improve energy efficiency and 
reduce environmental impact

Look at a regional food network 
as an economic development 

tool to build health and wealth

• Community 
• Sustainability

• Design
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The Top Four Strategies Identified by the 
Public for Moving Toward Sustainability

1.  Shift away from reliance on non-renewable sources  
     of energy.

2.  Create live/work and work/live opportunities with  
     flexible buildings and mixed-use zoning that allows  
     local businesses to grow and evolve over time.

3.  Provide economic opportunities for investment,  
     businesses and employment that will support an  
     economically diverse and prosperous year-round  
     community.

4.  Provide clear incentives for green buildings and  
     consider phasing in the Green rating system or LEED  
     certification.

Existing Conditions along Highway 50

Implementation of Sustainability Ideas 

Stormwater 
Facilities Designed 

as Civic Space

Streetscape,
Street Furniture

Applying Complete Street Concepts to Highway 50

Outdoor
Seating Areas

Pedestrian
Lighting (low)

Mid-block
Crossing

Transparent 
Shop-front
Windows

Curb
Extensions

Wide Sidewalk
Corner Building
Design for Activities

Sustainable Planning and Design to Reduce 
GHG Emissions and Climate Change Impacts. 

•  Infill/Redevelopment   •  Energy Efficiency
•  VMT Reduction    •  Green Buildings
•  Mobility Options

Regional Sustainability
Tahoe reinvestment should focus on accelerating attainment 
of environmental thresholds and sustainability principles by: 
•  Reconfiguring land-use patterns to create walkable mixed- 
   use centers, nodes and neighborhoods.
•  Increasing density within walking distance of transit stops 
    where appropriate.
•  Reducing dependence on the automobile by providing  
   increased options for transportation.
•  Improving service, access and convenience

Sustainable Site Planning and Design Features

•  Efficient use of the land
•  Coverage reduction while increasing FAR
•  Small unit sizes
•  Diversity of unit types, mix of housing, jobs and retail 
•  Mix of permanent and visitor/fractional units
•  Design for connectivity, walkability and mobility options 
•  Street front commercial/retail
•  Proximity to transit and linked trails
•  Shared, Park Once and Parking management strategies
•  Solar Orientation, Energy Efficiency and Design

Mixed-Use Neighborhood Center

Mixed-Use Neighborhood Center
This site plan incorporates Energy Efficiency, 
Best Management Practices, Mobility Options, a 
Green Street, a Complete Street, Green Build-
ings, and strategies for Solid Waste Reduction 
and Recycling.

Best Management Practices
•  Improve stormwater quality management with 
   use of swales and natural treatment systems  
   and integration of runoff into functional design  
   elements and public art. 
•  Develop a coordinated stormwater  
   management system to minimize runoff,  
   improve area-wide stormwater retention  
   and reuse.

Mobility Options
Redevelopment/reinvestment along 
the Highway 50 corridor will include 
a variety of compact and walkable 
places that support transit and  
reduce trips. Improve transit effi-
ciency, service and convenience to 
encourage use.
•  New Bike Lanes
•  New Sidewalks and Connections

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
Divert solid waste from the landfill including household,  
commercial, construction and site/forest clearing waste.
•  Consolidated Refuse/Recycling Facilities for Commercial/ 
    Multi-Family
•  Simplify Recycling with Curbside Household Pickup

Green Streets
  •  Shared Parking with Permeable Surface
  •  Bio-Swales/Native Landscaping
  •  Water Quality Transmission to BMPs
  •  Trees and Traffic Calming
  •  Sidewalks

Green Buildings
  •  Commercial/Mixed-Use Buildings
  •  Live/Work Townhouses
  •  Residential Townhouses
  •  Duplex/Cabins
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Next Steps 
In order for the City of South Lake Tahoe 
to achieve measurable progress and im-
plement successful sustainability actions, 
the public and private sector will need to 
work together. As a leader, the City will 

establish a framework and make appropriate in-
vestments with the commitment and actions of 
local residents, visitors and businesses.

“The City can help to create a culture of sustainability that will  
 enable individuals to reduce their ecological impact, thereby 
reducing the City’s overall impact.” – Rick Angelocci    
      

1.  Improve Home Energy Efficiency
Install more energy efficient lightbulbs and unplug phantom 
power sources when not in use (i.e. power adaptors, appli-
ances, DVD players). Longer-term actions include upgrading 
insulation, improving overall home efficiency and utilizing 
solar or other alternative energy sources.

2.  Start Using Responsible Mobility Options
Reduce mobility footprint by driving less and using more 
responsible mobility options. Cycling, walking and public 
transit to work are some solutions. Utilize alternative modes 
for routine daily needs to reduce GHG emissions. Shift to 
more fuel-efficient vehicles.

3.   Be an Environmentally-Conscious Consumer
Reduce solid waste through increased recycling and better 
decisions as a consumer. Reduce plastic use and waste in 
the house. Possible ways to achieve this: not purchasing 
items with excessive packaging, eliminate use of plastic 
water bottles, and reduce paper use and unnecessary mail 
by using online banking and other services. Safe disposal 
practices for hazardous/harmful items (i.e batteries). Use 
purchasing power to reward and support business that offer 
alternatives other than plastic bags and Styrofoam. Buy 
local to reduce energy consumption and support the local 
economy.

4.   Assist in Education, Awareness and Capacity Building
Teaching others about sustainability, encourage friends to 
live more sustainably and promote green businesses and 
green business practices. Help improve awareness of alter-
ative energy incentives and options offered by local utilities, 
such as Sierra Pacific.

5.   Incorporate Sustainability in Business Practices
First actions include reducing paper use, using only 100% 
recycled paper, and improving recycling of all materials. 
Build awareness and research implementation of green 
business practices. Bike, walk or use transit to get to work, 
and telecommute when possible. 

RESIDENT SUSTAINABILITY GOALS & ACTIONS

CITY SUSTAINABILITY GOALS & ACTIONS

1.  Energy Reduction of 15% by 2012.
Reduce Green House Gas Emissions (GHG) and the City’s 
Carbon Footprint by reducing energy use in City facilities 
15% by 2012. The City will complete an energy audit and 
develop an action plan that will accomplish this goal. 

2.  New Green Building Program
Commit to establishing a new green building program and 
standards for City projects including requirements to meet 
or exceed the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED rating or 
use the Build It Green scoring system. 

3.  Environmentally-Friendly Transit
Move toward clean transit, including compressed natural 
gas (CNG) buses and alternative fuels in the bus fleet. The 
City also will create an incentive program to encourage City 
employees to use alternative modes of transportation to get 
to work including public transit, carpool or bicycle. 

4.  Recycling Plan to Achieve 55% Diversion Rate by 2011.
Develop a recycling action plan to achieve a 55% diversion 
rate by 2011. By requiring recycling containers in all city 
buildings the City will lead by example; Reduce, Reuse, and 
Recycle

5.  Reduce Use of Plastic Bags and Styrofoam
Investigate and discuss with the business community by 
June 2009 and return to City Council with a program de-
signed to reduce the use of plastic bags and Styrofoam in 
the City of South Lake Tahoe. 

www.regionalplanningpartners.com


